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William.1 Both were active in the illicit trade with the
Hanse Towns, and John played an important part in the
commercial politics of the English Factory in Hamburg,
and for a time represented the interests of the Merchant
Adventurers in Denmark.8

William Robinson was born in 1522. The times were
favourable to commercial enterprise, and he was quick
to respond to the golden opportunities they afforded*
They came to him through the rise of the Merchant
Adventurers, the decline of German trade supremacy,
the economic genius of Gresham and the courageous
commercial policy of Cecil, all of which culminated in
the abolition of the monopoly of the Steelyard and in the
free export of wool. Into the struggle with the already
half-routed Germans William Robinson threw himself
early in life* For some years he resided, as an " inter-
loper/' at Hamburg and Lubeck, importing and dis-
tributing Yorkshire kerseys. His success is attested
by the fact that in 1581, having returned to York, he
became Lord Mayor of that city and its representative
in Parliament. In 1588 he was re-elected Member for
York, and in 1594 served a second term as Lord Mayor.
He died in i6i6f leaving, besides a considerable sum of
money, lands in Staxby and Baldersby, c<x York, and
Wotton, co. Lincoln.*

Of his two sons, William and Thomas, neither made
any stir in the world, except that the elder followed in
his father's municipal footsteps, and served for a time
as Lord Mayor of York. He in turn also had two sons,
William and John. The elder was WLP, for York in
1628, and was knighted by Charles I at Edinburgh in

*  The late Lord Ripon seems to have been of this opinion,   He caused
inquiries to be made concerning John Robinson, and preserved the account
of his family among his papers.   There is, however, nothing in this account
to show how John and William were connected.

*  Ehrenberg; Hamburg und England im Zeitolter der Kdaigtn Blix&betk,
pp. *74-$, s$x,

*  The Genealogist, w.a, vol. xd, p. 176; Col. State Papers,